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1. Introduction
In response to the globalization the improvement of the quality of higher education has become one of the crucial issues in developed and developing countries, and it is said that six stakeholders such as governments, higher education institutions/providers including academic staff, student bodies, quality assurance and accreditation bodies, academic recognition bodies, and professional bodies divide its responsibility.

The responsibility of the academic staff is to develop syllabus and lesson plan for carrying out the teaching and learning activities in order to meet the curriculum, which is formulated under the framework of government and institutional requirements and regulations.

In this regard, the quality of teaching and learning is, in principle and primarily, depending on the government policy, and on the states of society and students, hence contribution to the building of attitudes represented by the tolerance and value-sharing and to the utilization of ICT and its related technologies led by multimedia technology, which are essential to academic knowledge as well as, more generally, to national social and economic wealth, is major criteria for the quality of teaching and learning activities.

2. Quality Education and Teaching-Learning Activities
The national government and local education board, in principle, are responsible for the development of educational measures, while several stakeholders such as governments, higher education institutions/providers including academic staff, teacher bodies, community bodies, students bodies, and professional bodies divide its responsibility, and in general the teacher education university as one of the higher education institutions/providers is initiating to develop and implement their own curriculum to meet them as an autonomous body.

With regard to the general national-level educational measures for the teaching-learning professions, it may be agreed that they include (1) the sense of responsibility, ability to inquire, and ability to keep on independent learning or self-learning throughout teacher’s life, (2) the high-level knowledge and skill as professionals represented by (a) the high-level knowledge and skill to respond issues on globalized and information-oriented society, inclusive education, and others, (b) the practical teaching skill to carry out newer learning, and (c) the relevant practical ability to teach subject matters, to guide students in their life and to manage classroom activities, and (3) the comprehensive and humanitarian ability; namely rich in humane and social relations, communication skill, cooperation skill  to respond in team spirits with colleagues, and collaboration and making relations skill with variety of groups in regions and society including communities and families around the education institutions.
On the other hand, according to the recent studies about the research trends of technology and teacher education, the top subject term is ‘Attitudes,’ while the leading topic is ‘Technology Integration,’ though these findings may be reflected by the scope and mission of journals examined, and moreover both of them have been pointed out at least since 2003.
Considering about such basic and fundamental frameworks what we academic staff in teacher education university can contribute to ‘quality education’ is, to develop the syllabus and lesson plans, which includes appropriate teaching learning activities for the target students, and to carry out research and practice so as to publish the salient results.
3. Overall Curriculum Structure and Teaching-Learning Strategy in the Courses 
The present on-going curriculum, which is implemented in 2012 in the teacher education university in Japan, is, in principle, designed and developed in 2007 with consideration about the ‘Quality University Education,’ which is one of the key issues described in the recommendations by the Council of Teacher Education University and submitted to the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in 2006, just after two years of privatization of all the national universities in Japan in correspondence with the great but uncertain waves towards the globalized, information-oriented and the aged and less-children society.
Table 1  Course Syllabus for the ‘Special Lecture and Practices of Educational Media Produce
[image: image1.jpg]Course Title Special Lecture and Practices of Educational Media Produce

Language Japanese

Semester, Credits,

Heiira/sselc Second semester; 2 credit hours

Instructor SHIOHARA, Fumihiko

I. Course Objectives

This course aims to consider the comprehensive development of society and education, to acquire
the knowledge of the roles of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) in education in
lifelong learning society, and to become familiar with the major and fundamental functions of ICT as
one of the gears of educational development through the practice of design and production of video
clips and web pages with special emphasis on the development of logical thinking and writing skills.

II. Contents and Schedule

1 | Guidance.

Consideration of the development process of society and education followed by
discussions.

Consideration of the Four Pillars of Education and Education for Sustainable
Development in the lifelong leaming society followed by discussions.

Consideration of the meaning and significance of ICT and education followed by
discussions.

8 | Role of ICT in ESD followed by discussions.

Practice 1: Introduction to the production of video clips with personal computers and
related technologies with consideration about utilization of creativity and free software.
Practice 2: Consideration and creation of home-pages with personal computers and related
technologies with consideration about utilization of creativity and free software.

14 | Major problems and issues in ICT use in education are discussed.

15 | Presentation of the report and products followed by discussion.

2-3

4-5

6-7

9-10

11-13

III. References
Handouts will be used.

IV. Notes
All students are required to submit the End-of Term Reports and Products at the end of the
semester.
Note-book types of personal computers with the Wi-Fi function are not always requested to be
brought into the classroom.

V. Grading
Grading is based on the attendance, the reports and products.
Attendance and active participation: 60%, Report and products: 40%




Table 1 shows the syllabus of the course ‘Special Lecture and Practices of Educational Media Produce,’ which is newly developed for the second semester of the 3rd year students, who are assumed to complete several required subjects such as the ‘Introduction to Educational Professions,’ ‘Information Processing,’ ‘School Education and Information,’ ‘Lecture on Educational Management,’ ‘Introduction to Clinical Education,’ ‘Lecture and Demonstration on the Educational Observations and Experiments,’ and ‘Lecture on the Contents and Methods in Primary Education,’ while those who take the course ‘Special Lecture and Practices of Educational Media Produce’ are expected to learn the course ‘Lecture and Demonstration on Educational Technology’ offered as one of the electives in the 1st semester for the 3rd year students.
It would be helpful to understand the scope and structure of new curriculum that the 3rd year students are able to take another new course the ‘Special Lecture and Practices on the Plan and Implementation of International Education Cooperation’ under the umbrella of the concept of educational technology
With regard to the teaching and learning activities all the academic staff in the universities and the teachers in primary and secondary schools are highly demanded for applying relevant teaching strategies and skills in order for the students to cultivate by themselves the ‘Zest for Living,’ which consists of three components such as ‘ability to solve problems better,’ ‘ability to be rich humanitarian,’ and ‘ability to be both in good health and powerful physical strength.’ The first and second components closely relate to attitudes represented by the will to learn and the minds of self-esteem, tolerance and value-sharing.
In this regard the course shown in Table 1 has been conducted with coaching and counseling strategies, even though the curriculum is designed and developed by the ‘Rashomon Approach.’
For the counseling strategy, for example, the author insisted not to express his opinion but just keep on listening to nurture what students were talking or spoke to themselves. 

4. End Product as an Example with the Use of Available Free Software
Figure 1 shows one of the end-products of this course; the video clip with sound titled ‘Summer Festival in Aomori Prefecture,’ which is developed by students as an end product with free software such as MS-Live MovieMaker, MS-SoundRecorder, MS-Paint, and Any Audio Converter Free.
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Figure 1   End product of Video clip titled ‘Summer Festival in Aomori Prefecture.’
Based on the simplified Kirkpatrick’s Evaluation Form, (1) Reaction, (2) Learning , (3) Behavior, and (4) Results are all shown highly positive.
5. Recommendations

In consideration about both the definition of the quality education presented by UNICEF in 2000 and a part of the research results presented here, the author himself, as an academic staff and as an educational technologist serving at one of the Japanese teacher education universities, would like to address the following recommendations to take immediate actions in order to promote the quality teaching-learning in teacher education institutions not only in Japan but also in Asia and the Pacific Region:
(1) At the beginning of the course, guide students to devote them to know that seeds of learning resources are existing around them in their daily life and to create visual images with the use of relevant free software such as MS-Live MovieMaker.
(2) Both at the beginning and throughout the course, just request students to try to question to themselves stimulating their own imaginations at every moment upon receiving information from communities and families; for What, When, Why, to Whom, for Whom, Where, and How to expand and integrate information into their experiences with the use of relevant free software such as Free Mind. Brainstorming among persons from different sectors will be also highly recommended.
(3) Carry out the daily teaching-learning activities to compile and publish with keeping mind about the key-words ‘to combine,’ ‘to integrate,’ ‘beyond,’ to step forward,’ ‘to expect synergy,’ ‘to challenge,’ ‘to innovate,’ taking for examples.
(4) Carry out research and development on ICT and its related education to publish its research results coping with contemporary education and technology issues such as learning in the affective domain, media literacy and learning process, in consideration about the future learning environment and culture.
(5) Collect and develop resource materials utilizing teachers’ and students’ curiosities with the use of simple media like digital camera, cellar phones for examples.
(6) Develop locally-dependent indexes for information retrieval of contemporary and future education contents in collaboration with specialists from several different areas like business sectors to make them standardized from the global point of view.
(7) More careful attention to the issues on intellectual property rights utilizing appropriate free software and cultivating logical thinking and writing skills, aiming at standardizing the course in Asia and the Pacific region.
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