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In the Philippines, there is an alternative way
to learn if an individual missed to attend the
formal education on a regular school year.
This alternative means gives opportunity to
obtain a diploma in elementary and
secondary education and eventually become
prepared in entering for college education.
Such opportunity is available thru the
government’s program titled Alternative
Learning System (ALS) Program.

Introduction



Another face is the non formal education intended for those who
stopped their education and desired to acquire skills essential for
work, and for those who aspired to finish college is the
Accreditation and Equivalency (A&E) Program which is in
partnership with the Center for Educational Measurement and
Evaluation (CEME).
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According to Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA,
2020) Report, the functional literacy rate in the
Philippines as of the year 2019 is about 91.6%,
which covers the age range of 10 to 64 years old.

For the current fiscal year 2021, the rate of illiteracy
is about 1.82% or an approximate number of more
than 200,000 Filipinos in their productive ages.
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The Bureau of Alternative Learning System
(BALS) of the Department of Education was
established in 2004 by virtue of Republic Act
No. 9155, otherwise known as the Basic
Education Act of 2001.

Until Republic Act Number 11510 or the
Alternative Learning System Act was
passed and enacted into law on December
23, 2020.
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The Nueva Ecija University of
Science and Technology as a
Teacher Education Institution is
presently in partnership with four
Schools Division Offices of the
Department of Education, which are
in-charge of the implementation of
the goals of RA 11510.
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Main 
Objectives

Research 
Questions

1. To describe the ALS service 

delivery System and identify  

the challenges in the provision 

of ALS program before and 

during pandemic period.

2. To proposed a capability 

building plan to address 

the challenges.

1. How may the pre-pandemic and

pandemic status of ALS in Region III and

MIMAROPA Region be described in terms

of:

* Number of ALS enrollees before

and during pandemic period;

* Rate of graduates in Elementary

and Secondary levels; and

* Teacher-student ratio;



Research 
Questions

2. How many Higher Education Institutions in Region III and

MIMAROPA Region are offering ALS related program?

3. How may the pedagogical capacity of present ALS teachers in the

Region be described in terms of educational qualification?

4. How does the implementation of ALS program, before and during

pandemic period, by the implementers, facilitators and teachers be

described in terms of:

4.1 Challenges met; and

4.2. Actions taken?

5. What curriculum may be developed for teachers of Alternative

Learning System?



Sources of Data:

3 Schools Division 

Offices (SDO) of the 

Department of 

Education in Region III 

1 Schools Division Office (SDO) 

in Occidental Mindoro, MIMAROPA Region. 



Methods & 
Procedure

Descriptive survey
• Survey instrument

• Interview

Variables:
*Number of ALS teachers and 

students
* teacher’s pedagogical 

background related to ALS
*number of ALS completers

*challenges met
*Initiatives

Statistical Analysis
*Graphs and tables

* Frequency distribution, Ratio and 
Proportion, percentage 



Results and 
Discussions:

Figure 1. Number of ALS Enrollees from SY 2018-2019 to SY 2020-21  for Elementary Level



Figure 2. Number of ALS Enrollees from SY 2018-2019 to SY 2020-21  for Secondary Level

Results and 
Discussions:



Table 1. Rate of ALS Graduates from SY 2018-2019 to SY 2020-21 for Elementary Level

Results and 
Discussions:



Table 2. Rate of ALS Graduates from SY 2018-2019 to SY 2020-21 for Secondary Level

Results and 
Discussions:



Table 3. ALS Teacher-student ratio from SY 2018-2019 to SY 2020-21

Results and 
Discussions:



Educational Qualification of ALS Teachers, 
Facilitators and Implementers 

Teachers are not

pedagogically

trained.

Support: To make them ready to do the

many and varying tasks of an ALS

implementer and facilitator, the mobile

teachers are subjected to ALS training.

These trainings are organized and

facilitated by the ALS Task Force and by

other agencies.



Availability of Higher Education Institution Offering ALS 
Related Program in Region III

NO Teacher Education Institution in

the region is offering any program

related to Alternative Learning

System

CMO # 83, series of 2017 in
response
Sustainable Development
Goal # 4 focused on ensuring
inclusive and quality
education for all and



Lack or few permanent CLC
(Community Learning Center).

Challenges Identified by ALS Teachers, Implementers, and 
Facilitators to Improve the delivery of ALS services 



Lack or Limited 
instructional/learning materials

Challenges Identified by ALS Teachers, Implementers, and 
Facilitators to Improve the delivery of ALS services 

Lack or Limited contextualized 
instructional/learning materials



Lack or Limited ALS 
implementers/ALS 
teachers

Challenges Identified by ALS Teachers, Implementers, and 
Facilitators to Improve the delivery of ALS services 

Learners cannot pursue
higher education due to
delayed/non-
administration of A & E
Test



Adult/Working Learner’s
availability and schedule
of classes

Lack or very limited funds and
Unavailability of gadgets for
online classes of learners

Challenges Identified by ALS Teachers, Implementers, and 
Facilitators to Improve the delivery of ALS services 



• Portfolio Assessment as basis for 
level completion

• Continues hiring of teachers

• Requesting supports from LGUs 
for additional IM’s

• Strengthening stakeholder’s 
support system/partnership with 
LGUS

• Submission of proposal for funding 
by PGO, Ro and CO

• Tie-up with internal and external 
stakeholders

• Utilization of DepEd Learning 
Resource (LR) Portal

• Practice safety and health 
protocols

• Provision of distance learning 
modalities fit to all learners

• Provision of modular learning for 
adults and learners with no 
access to modern/online media

• Engagement of ALS facilitators 
in trainings for blended learning

Solutions Offered by ALS Teachers, Implementers, and 
Facilitators to Improve the delivery of ALS services 





Republic Act # 11510
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