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Literature Review

In Canada, Norton (2003)--—young-readers-invested in learning the
language by reading Archie comics although they receive less validation
from their parents

Participants in Uganda and Pakistan indicated their imagined
community 1s of an English-speaking community with social,
economic and political resources.

Afghan refugee children in the Youth Millennium Project in Karachi are
invested in learning English as English is perceived as the language of
development, science and technology (Norton & Kamal,2003). The
findings indicate Muslim students do not associate with religious and
linguistic affiliations when they learn English. These students identify
English speakers as educated people in a developed country with resources
and these speakers become their imagined communities.

Similarly, Norton and Williams (2012) find that learners in a poorly
resourced community invest in learning technology in eGranary project to
gain cultural capital, economic capital, social capital and symbolic capital.



Murphey, Chen and Chen (2005) - learners want to join their
imagined communities; time and energy are spent on learning to be
like their members.

Gao, Cheng and Kelly (2008) - a weekly English discussion group in
English Club by groups of students in Hong Kong reveal a different
imagined community.

The club provided them supportive English speaking environment
whereby they were given opportunities to speak sensitive issue. The
members were able to improve their spoken skills, had a sense of
ownership and projected their future plans.

Learning English 1s not associated with neither the target language
culture nor the native speakers but an imagined community of Elite
Chinese who are fluent speakers of English.



Studies in Malaysia

+ Lee Su Kin (2001, 2003, 2005, 2006) - a study of attitude of Malay
postgraduates towards English as the results show being show off,
boastful, elitist, betrayal of Malay cultural and i1dentity

<+ A research which comprised of non-Malay participants;Chinese
participants, (Lee Su Kim, 2006, Lee Su Kim et al 2007) who were
regarded as being too westernized for being fluent in English.

+ The study of multilingual Malaysian undergraduates at private and
public universities in Malaysia indicated there was a shift of attitude
among these graduates as they embrace English as their own
language to project their own voices not as a second language (Lee
Su Kim et al, 2010).



Studies in Malaysia

Ratnawati (2005) indicated Malays were reluctant to learn English due to cultural and
religious identity. Malaystare-tdentified-as-people-who-praé¢tice Islam, Malay culture
and Bahasa Melayu.

Rajadurai (2009) investigated a group of Malay learners who were teacher trainees
and students of Teaching of English as a Second Language (TESL) in Malaysia to
comprehend the process of adult second language learning in non-native countries.

These Malay TESL students admitted they needed safe learning environments just
like ‘safe houses’ (Canagarajah, 1997).

These students faced less support, as mastering English endangers language and
culture by their societies at home.

There was a struggle between being Malays and learning English as English was the
language of the colonialists.

Rajadurai(2009) perceived learning English as a second language as a process of
identity negotiation and struggle for participation, acceptance and legitimacy.
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English for Workplace Purposes

Participants perceive that English 1s a powerful language.

Participants believe mastering English would be a key to
better future with better work opportunities.

This finding supports other findings from other studies from
developing countries and developed countries (Norton &
Mutonyi, 2007; Norton & Kamal, 2003; Norton & Williams,

2012; Pavlenko & Norton, 2007) which describe how English
1s seen as a language for workplace employment.

L2 learners in the study were invested in learning English in
order to secure better employment.
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