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Questions to think about 

• What do you think about your students’ 
pronunciation? 

 
• What is the best way to teach pronunciation? 



Stories to think about 
• Do you want cra… sushi? 

 
 
 
 

• You look like my nie…? 
 
 



…OOPS… 
 



 
Studies Context 



‘…by 2020 most Vietnamese students... 
will be able to use a foreign language 
confidently in their daily communication, 
their study and work in an integrated, 
multicultural and multi-lingual 
environment’.  
 
GOVERNMENT DECISION 1400 (2008) 
  



• Academy of International Studies  
• 17 students – government officials (25-35 years old) 
• Different edu. backgrounds (law, IT, business…) 
• Current major: English for Political Discipline  
• Weak in pronunciation  

 
 
 



 

Innovation 



Job 
requirements 

 

• Be able to work in 
foreign countries 

• Foreign affairs  

Institute’s 
requirements 

• Graduate with C1 
• Understanding about Int’l 

political, economic, social 
issues  

Students 
needs 

 
•Be able to 
communicate with 
foreigners 
•Int’l relations 
background knowledge 

 



Increase  
collaboration 

maximize 
speaking-
aloud 
opportunity 

Group 
present
ations Build 

background 
knowledge  

accumulate 
vocabulary + 
rehearse 
accurate 
pronunciation 

Political 
topics  



 

Research Questions 



• To what extend do weekly group presentations 
on political topics impact on second-year 
students’ pronunciation, especially sounds and 
word stress?   

 
• What are students’ attitudes towards using 

group presentation to improve their 
pronunciation of sounds and word stress? 
 



 

Literature  
Review 



• ‘For many ESL and EFL learners skillful pronunciation is 
linked with effective presentation in an international 
context of developing globalization.’        (Hall, 97, p.2) 

 
• ‘Presentation on various topics can  be used as a means 

of learning English.’ (Lee and Park, 2008, p.47) …‘presentation 
might help students participate more actively, have them 
ready for future presentation…’ (p.56) 
 

• ‘Repetition allows for skills to move from controlled to 
automatic processing’                

(Baddely, 1990; Logan 1988 cited in Prichard & Ferreila, 2014, p.173) 
 



 

Methodology  
& Methods 



Qualitative Methodology  

METHODS: 
• Observation: Kibler A., Salerno A. S. & 

Palacious N., 2014 
• Interview: Kaur and Singh, 2010 
• Feedback Questionnaire: Lee and Park, 2008 

 
• Other documents: PowerPoint slides, Peer 

evaluation sheets (Baranowski and Weir, 2011) 



• Participants: 17 students - 4 groups  
 
 - Choose their topics of interest 

(Chomsky, 1988) 
 - Mixed ability group  

(Truong and Neomy, 2007)  
 

• Duration: 8 sections/ 8week 
 

 
 

Implementation  



Task Jan Feb March April May 

Week/month    W1 TET W4 W1 W2 W3 W4 W1 W2 W3 W4   

Literature 
Review 

                          

Methods 
design 
(observation, 
interview, 
questionnaire) 

                          

Registration 
of 
participants 

                          

Group 
presentations 

                          

Observation 
  

                          

Interview 
  

                          

Feedback 
questionnaire 

                          

Evaluation 
  

                          

Blue: researcher         Green: participants        Yellow: researcher’s colleague     Grey: holiday 



 

Research  
Results   



1. Existing Problems and Noticeable 
Impacts of Group Presentations 

1.1. The Pronunciation of Vowel Sounds  
1.2. The Pronunciation of Consonants and 
Consonant Clusters 
1.3. Word Stress 



• unawareness of unstressed sound or schwa  
• /o/ or   ‘ô’ /ow/ 
e.g.  control   /kontrô/ 
         protect    /prôtekt/ 
 
 
 

 
‘notice a gap between what they want to say and what they can say’  
   (Swain, 1995 cited in Izumi & Bigelow, 2000, p. 244) 
 

Before… 

After…  



•  /    
e.g. sanction   
  

       demand      
     mainland (China)    
 

 
 
 

 
Even I tried my best, I could not pronounce some sounds like native speakers 
do, like the  sound in ‘bank’ or ‘cat’... I knew that I had these 
weaknesses before. But until now, when participating in this project, I have 
opportunity to practise speaking so I can fix my mistakes. (Nam, interview) 
 

Before… 

After…  



• mixing up the two sounds /e/ and /i/ 
e.g. response      
  
     evaluate   
 

     threat    
     EU   
  
  
 
 
 

 
 The frequency of making this mistake dropped significantly 
 ‘Language of thought’ (Pavlenko 2011) 
 

Before… 

After…  



1. Existing Problems and Noticeable 
Impacts of Group Presentations (cont.) 

1.1. The Pronunciation of Vowel Sounds  
1.2. The Pronunciation of Consonants and 
Consonant Clusters 
1.3. Word Stress 



• /s/ sound 
+ -s- endings 
+ medial sound /s/ 
e.g. risk, against, boost, most, transaction, satisfaction  
+ /s/ and // or /s/ and /z/ 
e.g.  shame     
        unshakable    
  
        basic      
+  words having ‘-s’, ‘-ce’ or ‘-se’ at the end 
e.g. always, peace, release, cause, grievance, the United States or human rights 
 

  

 
 
 

 

    
 Table 1 
    
 Table 2  

Before… After…  



 
The final consonants were likely to be omitted 
the most: 
/t/, /d/, /l/, /v/, /b/, /g/, /θ/, /ð/  
affricates sounds like  or 
 
  
 

…the participants tend to either delete the voiced 
sounds /b/, /d/ or devoiced them to /p/ or /t/. 
 
  



• Level 1: ‘most’, ‘resurrect’, ‘dealt’, ‘human rights’ 
• Level 2: ‘world’, ‘protests’,  ‘risks’, ‘boosts’, ‘unrests’, ‘context’ 

or ‘biggest’  
• clusters composed of all voiced sounds: ‘hailed’, ‘cancelled’, 

‘perspectives’ or ‘dissolve’ 
 

Before… 



 
‘final cluster reduction also occurs widely 
in English native speaker casual 
speech…deleting the second consonant 
of a sequence of three’  
 
(Selkirk, 1972; Temperley, 1983 cited in 
Osburne, 1996, p. 165).  
 



Omit two last consonants or all of three consonants.  
Can not recognize the clusters that appeared at the middle of 
the words (‘milestone’, ‘engagement’, ‘worldwide’) 

Before… 



• the numbers of mistakes reduced greatly 
in the last three sessions 

After…  the requirement of output 
activity triggers students’ 

attention to form 
incidentally 

Ellis, Basturkmen and Loewen (2001)  
Izumi and Bigelow (2000)  

• 2 phases of transformation: 
+ some students focused too much on every word or sound so 
that listeners could not understand the whole sentence 
+ the participants got used to harmonize individual sounds with 
other factors of a good speech 



1. Existing Problems and Noticeable 
Impacts of Group Presentations (cont.) 

1.1. The Pronunciation of Vowel Sounds  
1.2. The Pronunciation of Consonants and 
Consonant Clusters 
1.3. Word Stress 



English  Vietnamese 
every word has associated with it a 
particular tone of voice 

tone associates at sentence level  
‘change the meaning from a directive, 
to a question, to a statement of fact, 
and … to show surprise, anger, 
happiness, depression, or sadness.’  
(Hwa-Froelich, 2002, p. 267).  

multisyllabic character monosyllabic character  



Vocabulary in political themes multisyllabic 
words & complex terminologies: 
pragmatics, state rivalry, sovereignty, 
humanitarian  
Angela Merkel, François Hollande  
Counternarcotic Letter of Agreement, 
Bilateral Human Rights Dialogue 



…when I faced difficult and unfamiliar words, I often spoke it unclearly or 
smaller so that nobody would notice… (D.Binh, interview) 
 
the participants did not recognize the unstressed sounds and tended to 
pronounce vowels to their strong form  no word stress 
 
not to shift stress when the word they spoke was deprived in form 
e.g strategy - strategic   
 v.s  
 

Before… 



 

    
 Table 3 
     

Before  

• problems with word stress co-existed with other types of 
mistakes with vowels and consonant reduction 

• three common trends: 
+ Bi-syllabic words: equal strength, length and pitch on both of 
the sounds  impossible to tell where the stress syllable  
+ Three-syllable words: stress was likely to be placed at the third 
syllable.  
+ Unawareness of weak form of some syllables 



• Case 1: Right: Terri’torial issues, diplo’matic policy  
                 Wrong: deve’lopment, in’stability.  
• Case 2: Right: eco’nomic, po’litical coope’ration  
      Wrong: deve’lopment  
Other improved examples: infrastructure, peaceful negotiation, 
evacuation, humanitarian crisis, administration or multipolar world 
legitimate interest, asymmetrically, phytosanitary measures, 
referendum, annexation 
  
Word stress is relatively easier because we can check it on the dictionary. 
Recently, I also revise some rules in word stress and I can apply them. 
(Phong, interview) 

After…  



2. Participant Attitudes towards the 
Group Presentation Project  

GRAPH 1: 
Usefulness of 
Group 
Presentations  
 

Strongly agree
Agree

Undecided
Disagree

Strongly disagree

70.6 

23.5 

5.9 

0 
0 



2. Participant Attitudes towards the 
Group Presentation Project (cont.) 

GRAPH 2: 
Group 
Presentations 
More Useful Than 
Lecture-only Class 
 

Strongly agree
Agree

Undecided
Disagree

Strongly disagree

29.4 

64.7 

5.9 

0 
0 



 

… we do not spend enough time 
practicing speaking…Presenting 
in English gives us opportunity 
to practice speaking.  
      (D.Binh, interview) 



 

… Presenting is a way we can 
organize our ideas in 
advance. With careful 
preparation, we feel more 
confident speaking English.   
            (Nam, interview) 
 



 

…Normally, when we speak 
English, we can’t really 
control our accuracy. But 
when we stand in front of 
people, we need to be more 
responsible and even more 
confident.     (Hieu, interview) 
 



 

In the past, I didn’t focus on both word 
stress and intonation. After this project, 
I pay more attention on word stress. My 
intonation is still a problem.         (FQ 5) 
 
 

Before this project, … I pronounced 
words by habit. Now, if I don’t know 
how to pronounce a word, I check the 
dictionary … (and) I also find out some 
pronunciation rules.                       (FQ9) 
 



 

 

…I made a plan. Each time, I 
tried to focus on one area. For 
example, last week, I focused 
on –s endings, this week, I 
focused on –ed endings. I 
tried my best not to make 
mistakes with each of the 
area.           (D.Binh, interview) 
 



2. Participant Attitudes towards the 
Group Presentation Project (cont.) 

GRAPH 3: 
Group 
Presentations 
Assist in 
Articulating 
Clearer Vowel and 
Consonant Sounds 
 Strongly agree

Agree
Undecided

Disagree
Strongly disagree

35.3 

58.8 

5.9 

0 
0 



2. Participant Attitudes towards the 
Group Presentation Project (cont.) 

GRAPH 4: 
Group 
Presentations 
Assist in Speaking 
with More 
Accurate Word and 
Sentence Stress 

Strongly agree
Agree

Undecided
Disagree

Strongly disagree

41.2 

52.9 

5.9 

0 
0 



Vocab. was consolidated through 8 weeks (many lexical items were 
items of political terminologies which were incidentally multisyllabic) 

Incidental Vocabulary Acquisitions 

Prepare 
scripts 

Check 
pronunc. 

Rehearse  

enhances awareness of the 
target pronunciation and 
the gap between initial 
pronunciation and L1 



2. Participant Attitudes towards the 
Group Presentation Project  

GRAPH 5: 
Group 
Presentations Help 
Acquire New 
Vocabularies and 
Pronunciation  

Strongly agree
Agree

Undecided
Disagree

Strongly disagree

47 

41.2 

11.8 

0 
0 



 

I wrote my own presentation scripts…I 
learned a lot about grammar and my 
vocabulary range is wider.  
                                (D.Binh, interview) 
 
Before I took part in this project, I 
normally wrote down words to 
remember them but I found out that 
speak them loudly can help me to 
remember them even better.                              
   (Hung, interview) 
 



 
Conclusion  



Boost confidence in 
public speaking 

substantial gain in 
vocabularies, grammar 
structures  

heighten the 
participants’ 
pronunciation 



 
 

Levels of Improvement  

 pronunciation underwent positive changes but not dramatically 

learned a great deal from exchanging ideas and peer editing 
with other members and observing the stronger presenters 

   did not make much progress in pronunciation 

high-
competence 
group 

medium-
competence 
group 

lower-
competence 
group 



 

Accurate awareness 
about both strengths and weaknesses in 
articulating sounds and stress  
 positive results in pronunciation  



 

Knowledge isn’t power, 
 communicating knowledge is   



 Thank you  
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