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Mr. NGUYEN Duy Khang is interested in doing research and pedagogical activities with 15 years of 
working experience. Currently employed at Vinh Long Community College and was one of the only 
last three disciples of Prof. Teresa Bauman, his professional journey has experienced social and 
educational projects targeting the goals of social-awareness contribution, pedagogy, and philosophy. 
Be fond of learning about pedagogy from different contexts, he was taught by people with cultural 
diversities through traveling to USA twice, Sweden, Czech Republic twice, Germany, Singapore, 
Cambodia, Austria, France, Hungary, Slovakia and Poland. Further information about his publication 
can be found at  https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Khang_Nguyen8 

 

Title: ELT Teachers’ Adoption of Fink’s Taxonomy to Facilitate Pedagogical Students’ 
Significant Learning 

Abstract:  

This paper proposes a new adoption of Fink’s taxonomy for ELT teachers to facilitate significant 
learning by students. The focus is on interpreting Fink’s six dimensions of significant learning to 
generate or provoke ELT teachers’ awareness for pedagogical innovation and the divergence of 
English teaching and learning practices. The implications for ELT context were drawn out from a 
three-year qualitative research with the data collected from three non-standardized in-depth interviews 
(approximately 400 minute in length) at a higher education context in Poland. Then, the data were 
categorized, coded, and analyzed using Padilla’s technique of the unfolding matrix. The explanations 
for the findings were combined with the existing theoretical backgrounds and grounded theories of the 
research concepts. The findings suggested that students’ learning would be facilitated when the 
teachers possess a set of teachers’ orientations (i.e., Fink’s six dimensions). Teachers also have to be 
critical and sensitive to students’ needs, expectations, and their future. The findings also highlighted 
the need for being aware of the students’ learning and their central roles in the educational process. It 
is suggested that a vision of shared understanding about students as the “real” center in ELT should be 
made amongst pedagogical trainers, educators, teachers, pedagogical students of English at different 
levels of education and schools regarding the diversity of students’ conditions, needs, capacities, 
change-making attitudes and others.


