
8TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON TESOL AT SEAMEO RETRAC 

by Amy Christensen, English Language Specialist
  August 10-11 

Stressing the “Active” in 
“Activities” 



Agenda 
 Define Active Learning 

 Discuss the Importance of Active Learning 

 Work in Groups on Active Learning Tasks in the Classroom 

 Reflect on Tasks 

 Discuss Next Steps 



“Cat-egorize” the pieces 
  

 1.  With your group, make two photos of the cats. 

 2.  Carefully, flip over the cats and read the definitions of active 
learning. 

  

  



Definitions of Active Learning 

 Active Learning draws upon the 
concept of experiential learning, 
where knowledge is created 
through the transformation of 
experience. 

  

 Active learning places the student 
at the center of the learning 
process, making him/her a partner 
in discovery, not a passive receiver 
of information.   

  



Why use Active Learning? 
Research suggests that audience attention in lectures starts to wane 
every 10-20 minutes. Incorporating active learning techniques once or 
twice during a 50-minute class will encourage student engagement.  
 
Active learning also: 
 Reinforces important material, concepts, and skills. 

 Provides more frequent and immediate feedback to 
students. 

 Addresses different student learning styles. 

 Provides students with an opportunity to think about, talk 
about, and process course material. 



Why use Active Learning? 
• Creates personal connections to the material for 

students, which increases their motivation to learn. 

• Allows students to practice important skills, such as 
collaboration, through pair and group work. 

• Builds self-esteem through conversations with other 
students. 

• Creates a sense of community in the classroom 
through increased student-student and instructor-
student interaction. 

  
 
https://www.cte.cornell.edu/teaching-ideas/engaging-students/active-learning.html 



Group Work 
 Scenario 1:  Taking attendance and starting class 
 

 Scenario 2:   Reviewing homework 
 

 Scenario 3:  Asking for questions (Checking for Understanding) 
 

 Scenario 4:  Classroom discussion 
 

 Scenario 5:  Teacher Lecture 



Scenario 1 
How can you make taking attendance and starting 
the class more active? 
 
 

 Please take 5 minutes to share ideas.   
 Designate a speaker for your group to share your 
top 2 ideas with all of us. 



5-minute Timer 



Scenario 1 
How can you make taking attendance and starting the 
class more active? 

 
Ideas to think about: 

1. Use a hook:  It may be a famous quotation written on the board, it 
may be a pun or puzzle that relates to the content, or it may be a 
picture you share.  Pass around a sign-up attendance sheet while 
the students write down 5 sentences about your ‘hook”. 
 

2. Quick oral review: Quickly run through a review of what happened 
in the last class and previewing what is coming up in the class by 
pulling each student’s name from a hat and asking him/her a 
question. 
 

3. Stand-up or sit down: Start the class with a 5-question true/false 
quiz to review the homework and to activate the students’ interest 
for the day. Have students stand if the answer is true and sit if it is 
false. 



Scenario 2 

How can you make reviewing homework more active? 
 

 

 Please take 5 minutes to share ideas.   

 Designate a different speaker for the group to share your 
top 2 ideas. 

  



5-minute Timer 



Scenario 2 

How can you make reviewing homework more active? 
Ideas to think about: 

1. Only review contested answers: Ask students to compare 
homework answers first in small groups.  Put the ones they 
disagreed about on the board. 

2. Make students do the writing! Assign each student to put the 
answer to one question on the board. 

3. Move around the room: Ask students to stand in different parts of 
the room if it is an ABCD multiple-choice homework answer. 

  

  



Find your new group 
 Stand up and walk around to find your new group 
based upon your cards.  For example if you have a 2 
of hearts, look for the 2 of spades, the 2 of clubs, 
and the 2 of diamonds. 

  

 Answer the next 2 scenarios with your new group. 



Scenario 3   
How do you make checking for comprehension more 
active? 
Heart = Make the group feel the love of group thinking by 
encouraging the quiet members to speak up. 
 
Spade = Facilitate the discussion and ask questions as the group 
leader. 
 
Club = Jot down the answers and help the diamond organize his/her 
2 ideas to share with everyone. 
 
Diamond = Be prepared to share the answers with the entire group.   
 

 

 

 



5-minute Timer 



Scenario 3 
How do you make checking for comprehension more active? 
Ideas to think about: 

1. Use a “muddiest point” notecard:  Students write what was unclear.  Collect and 
answer the questions at the beginning of the next class.   
 

2. Use the “Fish Bowl” technique:  Students are given index cards, and asked to write 
down one question concerning the course material. The instructor then draws 
several questions out of the bowl and answers them for the class or asks the class 
to answer them.  
 

3. Do a one-minute paper: Students answer:  What was the most important thing 
you learned during this class today?  Why?  Use these papers to plan for the next 
class. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Scenario 4 
 

How can you make classroom discussions more 
active? 
 
 

 Please take 5 minutes to share ideas.   
  



5-minute Timer 



Scenario 4:    How can you make classroom discussions 
more active? 
 

Ideas to think about: 
1. Give everyone an exit ticket.  The student can’t leave if 

she/she does not contribute to the discussion.  Ask students 
to paraphrase what someone else has said if they can’t think 
of a new idea to further the discussion. 
 

2. Think, pair, share:  Students work together to answer a 
question or define a concept before sharing their ideas with 
the class. 

3. Courtroom:  Draw roles out of a hat for a judge, jury 
members, and the two opposing sides of a controversial 
issue in your discussion.  Have the students present their 
arguments to the judge and jury to decide who has the best 
evidence to win the case. 



Scenario 5 
 

How can you make lectures more student- centered? 

 

Work by yourself to create a list of tips you have to make 
lectures more student-centered.  Be prepared to share 
your answers with the group via your smart phone. 
 

 



5-minute Timer 



TODAYSMEET.com 
 Todaysmeet.com is a useful way to get students to ask questions, 
provide examples, respond to questions & offer reactions to the 
class. 

 It bypasses the dynamics of verbal participation – giving everyone 
an equal chance to speak. 

 It provides anonymity – meaning nobody runs the risk of looking 
stupid. 

 It allows students to ask questions as they occur to them – not 
only when the professor invites questions in class. 

 It is a free simple tool for classroom teachers to use to make the 
learning more active. 

  



Create a nickname for yourself & log in – 
don’t use your real name 
Greet us by posting a welcome! 
Then, add your ideas to the Scenario #5. 
This room will be open for a year, so you can 
continue to post ideas with your colleagues. 
 

Go to: 
www.todaysmeet.com/VietnamTESOL 



Scenario 5 
 

How can you make lectures more student-centered? 
 
1. Empty Outline. Provide students with an empty or partially 

completed outline of the lecture beforehand and give them a 
limited amount of time to fill in the blank spaces.  Then, 
students listen to the lecture and compare answers 
afterwards. 
 

2. Students give lecture:  Assign groups so that students have to 
present the lecture in class over the term. 
 

3. Chunking: Break the lecture into 20-minute segments with 
time in between for students to compare notes and to ask 
questions. 

 
 
 



Reflection Question 1 
What active learning strategies 
have you used in your 
classroom?   



Reflection Question 2 
 
What are some of the limitations 
of using active learning 
strategies? 
 



Active Learning Website Resources 

 

 http://www.crlt.umich.edu/sites/default/files/resource_files/Active%20Learning%20Continuum.
pdf 

      PDF handout from the University of Michigan website with ideas for active learning 

 https://www.cte.cornell.edu/teaching-ideas/engaging-students/active-learning.html 
 Cornell University Teaching Excellence website with info on active learning and links to other great teaching ideas 

 http://oncourseworkshop.com/best-practices/ 

 Many free resources for teachers to use for teaching college success skills.  You do have to register 
to use the site.   
  

http://www.honolulu.hawaii.edu/facdev/guidebk/teachtip/teachtip.htm 
Website with hundreds of resources for College Instructors on a variety of topics.  No registration is 
required.   
  

www.todaysmeet.com   
Website to create online class discussions. 

 
 
 

http://www.crlt.umich.edu/sites/default/files/resource_files/Active Learning Continuum.pdf
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Thank you for your 
attention. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS? 
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