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○ To provide participants useful tips and tools for Financial Aid, Application Packages;
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About ASU



Southeast Asian Students Enrollment (2020)



Majors chosen by Southeast Asian Students (2020)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M90k47lSFRM


International Application Process
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application 

package
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Evaluation
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INT First-time Freshman Foreign Domestic International Transfer



INTL First-time Freshman



Intl First-time Freshman:

Admission Requirements • Mathematics: 4 years

• Science: 3 distinct years

• 3.0 GPA

• English Language Proficiency

FTF Defined

• Students with less than 12  

transferable undergraduate credit  

hours

• Includes high school seniors, high  

school graduates, and students with 

0 - 11.9  transferable credits



Foreign-Domestic



Foreign-Document:

Admission Requirements • 3.0 GPA

• Four years of Mathematics

• Three years of science

Foreign/DO Defined

• US citizens, refugees, and  

permanent residents with  

international education

• Evaluated as international, but due  

to citizenship status English  

proficiency and I-20 requirements  

are not necessary



International Transfers



INTL Transfer

Admission Requirements
• 2.5 GPA

• English Language Proficiency

• Some majors require additional

evaluation for high school work

or test scores

TRN Defined

• 12.0 or more transferable  

undergraduate credit hours



Pathway Programs / 

Conditional Admission



Conditional Admission  

Requirements

FTF 3.0 GPA
CND Defined

• Meet academic requirement

• Not proficient in English



Some Universities may offer conditional undergraduate 

admission to international applicants who meet the academic 

requirements but who are not proficient in English.  

Conditional Admission



Students who do not meet direct admission to Universities can choose 

another pathway program to improve their grades and English proficiency

- Complete Associate Degree (2 years) at Community Colleges and 

transfer to universities later to complete the Bachelor degree

Exp: Transfer Guide to ASU

ASU has partnership agreements in place with Community Colleges  in Maricopa County and the greater 

AZ-areas; in addition to having agreements with partner colleges in California, Washington. With additional 

partners in Florida, Illinois and Texas.

MyPath2ASU™ — a set of customized tools to help transfer students from U.S. regionally accredited 

institutions (including international students transferring from U.S. regionally accredited institutions). 

MyPath2ASU™ creates a seamless transfer experience to ASU after earning credits or an associate's degree 

from a U.S. community college or university : MyPath2ASU

- INTO Pathway : https://www.intostudy.com/en

- Some US Universities have their own Pathway program 

Exp: ASU-USA Pathway

Pathway Program

https://webapp4.asu.edu/transfercreditguide/app/home
https://webapp4.asu.edu/transfercreditguide/app/institutionselection?_ga=2.147798903.131652669.1606785784-721432137.1535593546#forward
https://www.intostudy.com/en
https://usapathways.asu.edu/


The ASU-USA Pathways program is designed for international students interested in obtaining an 

undergraduate degree at Arizona State University (ASU) or any other U.S. university. It provides 

support for students who would like to improve their English skills and who want the opportunity to 

show they can perform well in U.S. university classes.  ASU-USA Pathways allows students to adjust 

to life in the United States, enjoy many campus activities and make friends with American students.

During your time in the ASU-USA Pathway program, you will begin your freshman year for-credit 

courses (first year) in your degree program of choice, along with ASU-USA Pathway non-credit support 

classes to help you improve your English and academic performance at the university-level.

ASU-USA Pathway Program 

https://usapathways.asu.edu/sites/default/files/pathways_course_map-ay2018-2019.pdf
https://usapathways.asu.edu/sites/default/files/pathways_course_map-ay2018-2019.pdf


• High School transcript/Diploma: Official transcripts are certified copies of official 

documents from each secondary school, college, university or technical school  

attended. Include a certified English translation of all documents not written in English.

• Standardized test score: Score may be required to assess academic ability 

(SAT/ACT) and English proficiency level (TOEFL/IELTS/ Duolingo?)

• Recommendation letters: Your school principal, your teacher, coach, tutor or 

supervisor from professional experiences can write a recommendation letter. Be sure 

to choose someone who knows you well

• Personal essay: This is your chance to write about your interests, long-term goals, 

and strengths – one of the most important aspects of your application.

APPLICATION PACKAGE



Letters of Recommendation



Recommendation Letters

● Uncommon for undergraduate admissions 

● Write positive things 

● Collect information about the student

● Explain how you know the student 

● Include specific examples 

● Share your contact information to give credibility 



High School Transcript / Diploma 



English Language Proficiency



English Language Proficiency

By US Coursework

• Four years of US high

school work

• Bachelor’s degree from US  

institution

• At least 48 transferable  

domestic credits with 2.50  

GPA and six credit passing  

credit hours of freshman  

English

• Junior and Senior year of  

high school in the US and  

passing SAT/ACT verbal  

score

By Test Score

• Test of English as a  

Foreign Language  

(TOEFL)

• International English  

Language Testing System  

(IELTS)

• Pearson Test of English  

(PTE)

By Citizenship Status

• US citizen

• Permanent Resident of  

the United States

• Refugee of the United

States

• Citizen of an excepted  

country that attended  

four years of high school  

in an excepted country



English Language Proficiency



Standardized Tests

• SAT/ACT is common, but not mandatory for every US University.
• SAT/ACT test policy depends on major and individual university requirements.
• Students should check on University website for more details.
• In addition, some schools may request SAT II Subject Test scores.
• Check the admission requirements for each school your student plans to apply to 

in order to find out which tests are required.

List of US Colleges and Universities that are test-blind or test-optional

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dg8b5d1-5I2DOYiF4Ez2UrFVzhYLb95zQiCpCvzzx9Q/edit#gid=0


Standardized Tests



• Personal statement: Application essays are a standard component of most graduate 

and professional school applications and allow admissions committees to put a face to 

your test scores and GPA. These essays give you an opportunity to explain aspects 

of your personal, educational, and professional history that have led you to pursue 

entrance into a program, school, etc.

• You are telling the story the origin of your interests, what you’ve done towards that 

interest, what you want to do next, and why this school is the best place for you to 

continue that interest. 

Personal Essay / Personal Statement



Personal Essay / Personal Statement

Typical structure 

1. First with a hook, catch my attention 

2. Time me why and how you discovered your interest, passion, calling?

3. Tell me what you’ve done towards your interest in high school.

4. Tell me what you plan to do next (in university)

5. Tell me precisely why this school is the best place for you to complete your plan

Brainstorm your answers

● What experience or education sparked your interest in the program? 

● How have you been pursuing your interests in this field of study thus far? 

● What appeals to you the most about the program? 

● Why do you think you’re a good fit for this particular program? 

● What do you plan to do with the education you hope to receive?



Why student must consider this:

1. Demonstrates sincere intention

to learn, live overseas, and adapt.

1. Demonstrates that you understand 

what you are getting into.

2. Demonstrates your maturity and 

critical thinking

1. This is not a test, it is a reflection 

on yourself. 



Paying for College





A combination of: 

● Family & Student contribution

● Financial Aid

○ Self-help Aid 

■ Loans

■ Student Jobs

○ Institutional Aid

■ Grants

■ Scholarships







Grants are gift assistance awarded to qualified students demonstrating 

exceptional financial need (i.e., grants are need-based aid). Grants do not 

have to be repaid as long as enrollment for the semester in which you 

receive the grant is maintained.

Cost of Attendance - Expected family contribution = Financial Need

List of US Colleges and Universities with Average Financial Aid Awards for Intl Students

https://www.bigjeducationalconsulting.com/resources?fbclid=IwAR1xQgot8elaaEMRZPioJMekToRwwr14RhHPkfG9ELZ0VKy0o_QzEJjWP0c


Most scholarships are awarded by individual colleges in recognition of academic 

performance, athletic excellence, a commitment to community service, or other unique 

talents. You can learn about these opportunities by visiting individual colleges’ 

admission and financial aid offices (or websites). You can also find scholarship 

opportunities through local, regional, and national non-profit organizations.



● Academic Achievement

● Test score 

● Leadership and talent potential 

● Based on strength of application package 

● Significant contribution to sports teams

● Specific Majors, departments, organizations may offer special funding



Merit-based Aid (Scholarships) Need-based Aid (Grants)

Academic Achievement Family income 

Test score Family assets and savings

Leadership and talent potential Financial Need

Based on strength of application package 
(essay, extracurricular activities….)

Significant contribution to sports teams

Specific Major: Departments, companies, 
professional organizations can offer  
scholarships for specific majors.   



1. Search for eligible scholarships
2. Sort opportunities by deadline and benefit
3. Thoroughly read directions, qualifications
4. Start applying

Planning your scholarship applications



I20
Processing

Initial I20  

Transfer I20



• Must have admit status

• Proof of English Proficiency

• Requires payment of a SEVIS fee

• Travel into the United States from  

outside with an F-1 visa to activate

• Must be registered within 30 days of  

program start date

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sevis-

help-hub/student-records/certificates-

of-eligibility/create-initial-coe-form-i-20

Initial I-20
I-20s created to create a SEVIS record  

for students planning on entering the  

United States to establish F-1 visa  

status.



I-20 Required Documentation

Copy of PassportFinancial Guarantee Form Proof of 

Finances
Accepted

• valid bank statements

Not Accepted

• stock

• securities

• bonds

• holdings

• insurance

• property

• available loans 

(including  sanctioned 

loan letters)

• retirement plans

• U.S. Government forms I-

134 or income



SEVIS

Transfers

• Must begin program within 5 months 

of transferring out of other school

• I-20s created from an existing record in  

SEVIS for students who have already  

established F-1 status

• Initial I-20s were originally created by

another institution in the United States

• the existing SEVIS record has been  

transferred between schools within the  

SEVIS System



Online Resources

● https://asu.edu

● https://students.asu.edu/international/future/undergrad

● http://edge.aacrao.org

● https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/Nonimmigrant%20Class%20Who%20Can

%20Study.pdf

● https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov

● https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/what-is-the-form-i-20

● https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sevis-help-hub/student-

records/transfers/transfer-in-f-1-student

http://edge.aacrao.org/
http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/Nonimmigrant%20Class%20Who%20Can
http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/Nonimmigrant%20Class%20Who%20Can
http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/Nonimmigrant%20Class%20Who%20Can


Niche.com

- Admissions calculators

- School Comparison

- Scholarship posting

- Degree search

- Housing advice



bigfuture.collegeboard.org

One of the most comprehensive and 

dependable data sets online on US 

colleges and universities



www.collegedata.com

- Estimate chances of admission

- Scholarship search

- Results are in sortable tables

- Very helpful for starting one’s search

- Good for finding colleges that are strong in 

specific areas



www.collegeconfidential.com

- College search

- College list builder

- Forum with a huge selection of topics from school-

specific to major-specific which can be extremely 

helpful for finding insider and hard to come by info



These publications provide unique insights and in depth information that cannot easily be found online:

• College Board International Student Handbook - Go-to guide when looking for schools that offer 

high percentages of international students some type of financial aid.

• Ruggs Guide - includes most college majors and the schools that have the highest quality programs

for each major. This is a very helpful source if you have selected a major, but you still need to build 

your application list.

• Fiske Guide to Colleges - Great college guide book. Full of well researched and vivid descriptions.

• College Board Book of Majors - Comprehensive list of majors, with info on each major and lists of 

high school courses students should take to prepare for college.

Printed Resources



Case Study



Part 1: Find your major with me3



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bn1Y5jAXoRs


Part 2: College Search


