
Through the pursuit of excellence and the 

development of expertise, SEAMEO RETRAC 

aims to become a leading regional center in the 

field of educational management, serving all 

SEAMEO member countries and enhancing 

international cooperation and partnership.

35 Le Thanh Ton Street, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Tel: (84.8) 824 5618 - Fax: (84.8) 823 2175

E-mail: office@vnseameo.org - http://www.vnseameo.org

On November 30, 1965, the Ministers of Education of 
Southeast Asian countries established the Southeast 
Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) to 
promote the regional cooperation in education, science, 
and culture.

SEAMEO consists of eleven member countries: Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, East 
Timor, and Vietnam; and eight associate member coun-
tries: Australia, Canada, France, Germany, the Nether-
lands, New Zealand,  Norway, and Spain.

After over forty years of operation, SEAMEO and its 
institutions are known worldwide for excellent research, 
training, and development programs. Specialist areas 
include tropical biology, agriculture, tropical medicine, 
science and mathematical education, educational 
innovation and technology, educational management, 
language education, higher education development, 
archaeology and fine arts, open learning and education, 
and vocational and technical education.

SEAMEO is a progressive entity that addresses 
the challenges of today and looks forward to a 
brighter future for the region of Southeast Asia.

SEAMEO PROFILESEAMEO RETRAC BACKGROUND

Vietnam, admitted as a SEAMEO member state on 
February 10, 1992, by the SEAMEO Council, hosts the 
SEAMEO Regional Training Center (SEAMEO RETRAC) 
in Ho Chi Minh City.

Established in June 1996, SEAMEO RETRAC became 
operational later in the same year. In February 1999, the 
SEAMEO Council approved the Center’s adoption of 
educational management as its core specialization.

SEAMEO RETRAC fosters partnerships with its sister 
SEAMEO centers, and local, national and international 
institutions and agencies for the development of South-
east Asia and the wider world.

SEAMEO RETRAC



 • Overseas Studies
 • English Language Training
 • Library and Information Center

Administration Department
Accounting Department

MISSION

ORGANIZATION

FACILITIES

FUNCTIONS

TRAINING APPROACHES

Assist SEAMEO member countries to identify and 
address issues of educational management by provid-
ing such services as research, training, consultancy, 
information dissemination, community service, network-
ing and partnership.

In cooperation with local, foreign and international 
organizations, SEAMEO RETRAC conducts:

Critical thinking and creative problem solving
Interactive, informal and based on experience 
sharing and practical learning

Training courses, workshops, and conferences
Research, consultancy, project development, and 
information dissemination
Study tours, personnel and student recruitment and 
exchange for educational, scientific and cultural 
purposes

Innovative learner-centered
Flexible and cost-effective

The SEAMEO RETRAC Governing Board is the main 
policy-making body of the Center. The Governing Board 
comprises one representative from each of the 11 
SEAMEO member countries. The Center is headed by a 
Vietnamese director who is nominated by the Minister of 
Education and Training of Vietnam, approved by the 
Governing Board, and officially appointed boy the 
SEAMEO Council President.

The Center is staffed by qualified professional, adminis-
trative and service personnel working in the following 
departments:

Department of Educational Management
 • Training
 • Research
 • Community Outreach
 • International Projects

Department of Educational Programs and Services
 • Teacher Development and Technology

In addition, foreign experts from donor governments, 
international organizations and exchange programs 
join the Center in various activities.

Located in the heart of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, 
SEAMEO RETRAC is the ideal venue to host a wide 
range of programs and events. It is well-equipped with 
wifi access for over 40 spacious, air-conditioned 
lecture rooms, meeting rooms, a language lab, a multi-
media computer lab, an audio visual room, a library, 
and a conference hall which houses up to 150 people.
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