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IMPROVING STUDENTS' VOCABULARY USING DIGITAL PLATFORMS 

Abstract 

Vocabulary is an important element in any language. Through many years of teaching, I have 

learned that to improve the effectiveness of teaching and learning English, in addition to effectively 

apply learning activities, helping learners consolidate and improve vocabulary is an extremely 

important task for teachers. Besides, in recent high school graduation exams, the amount of 

vocabulary in each exam paper accounts for a relatively large proportion. Therefore, if students do 

not master vocabulary, the test results cannot be high no matter how good their grammar is. The 

writer, thus, chose the topic "Improving students' vocabulary using digital platforms" to 

research and experiment in her teaching with the desire to contribute to helping students improve 

their vocabulary and exam grades. 

Aims: + Help students practice and improve their topic-based vocabulary 

+ Help students improve self-study skills, promote their activeness and initiative. 

Scope: The matrix of high school examination, periodical tests, and IT platforms to enhance 

students' vocabulary. The subjects of the study are 12th graders studying the 10-year English 

program. 

Research Methods: interview, observing, discussing and analyzing data 

Result: The writer has applied a part in her lectures, guiding and encouraging students to 

use applications on Canva, Padlet, Quizlet or flipbook, which has brought positive effects 

when students approach the lessons more actively, flexibly and effectively.  

Suggestions: Teachers need to be active in learning, applying information technology, and 

designing appropriate activities and exercises to develop vocabulary for their students. Schools 

can support by purchasing annual app accounts for teachers.  
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Main text: 

While teaching, researching and observing, I have carried out my ideas in 5 steps: 

Step 1: Assign students the task to learn the previous lesson, take notes of the words that they 

find new, learn the meaning of words, encourage students to present on the Canva platform. 

Step 2: Ask students to upload their word preparation to the Padlet. 

Step 3: At the beginning of each lesson, the teacher and the whole class check, comment, and 

add the vocabulary that students have posted on the Padlet. 
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Step 4: The teacher collects the vocabulary in each unit, expands some structures related to 

the lesson topic, creates a flipbook, and posts it to the class group for students' reference. 

Step 5: Assign and correct supplementary exercises on apps like Quizlet and distribute 

learning handouts 

Below are illustrations and specific application for the above steps: 

1. Products on Canva and Padlet 

For this part, the teacher assigns tasks to students, setting a time to finish uploading the prepared 

word file to the Padlet before each lesson. In addition to learning the meaning of words, students 

are encouraged to record the pronunciation, stress of words, and find synonyms or antonyms for 

the word they consider "new word" in the lesson. This is a very important step in helping learners 

self-study, learn, memorize and expand vocabulary. 

At the beginning of each lesson, the teacher will show a number of image files that students 

designed on Canva and uploaded on Padlet, asking students to comment, supplement, or detect 

typographical errors and mistakes about semantics in the above files. The teacher gives final 

comments, and adds some new structures/words if needed. 

Here are some pictures of "products" in this manner: 
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2. Vocabulary and theme-based exercises designed on Quizlet 

For the Quizlet application, the writer has based on the vocabulary prepared by the students, and 

has added some other structures, phrasal verbs, and collocations. 

The next step is to upload it to Quizlet and send the link to the students so that they can practice at 

their own pace. There are many review methods on this app such as: Matching, Checking, 

Spelling.... The teacher asks students to practice immediately after being sent the link, then can 

check the probability of any student. to see if they actually practice at home. 

Here are pictures of exercises on Quizlet: 
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Another way teachers can check students' memorization is to choose the "Classic Quizlet live" 

feature for students to "play" and compete against each other. However, this method requires 

students to have a phone connected to wifi or 3G; or suitable for online lessons. 
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3. Flipbook design (Flipbook) 

Flip books are very convenient, because with just one link, students can review the vocabulary 

they have learned quickly. The author of this initiative has designed a flip book on 

https://heyzine.com/ and applied it in teaching according to the following steps: 

Step 1: Teachers register an account on https://heyzine.com/ 

Step 2: The teacher synthesizes the vocabulary according to the topic that the students have 

prepared (on Canva, Padlet), adds other words and structures to remember and saves as a PDF file 

Step 3: Design vivid vocabulary pages on CANVA 

Step 4: Press the share button on CANVA, select "Heyzine flipbook" and wait for the browser to 

process 

Step 5: Send links to students using flipbooks 
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Step 6: Check students' word learning by having some students write about 10 words/structures 

students have learned in each unit on the board; In addition, teachers also assign exercises from 

various reference books to units, and conduct corrections in elective periods arranged by the 

school. 

Here are some images of flipbooks that I have designed for students to use: 
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However, there is a limitation to the free registration account on Heyzine, which is that each 

account can only design up to 5 flipbooks. This will limit a lot of other flipbook design ideas for 

students. 

         With the solutions that I proposed, combined with observing students' activities, and the 

suggestions of colleagues, over a period of applying the initiative, I have obtained encouraging 

results. 
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The pictures above show that the majority of students actively participate in learning, preparing 

vocabulary before coming to class and completing assigned exercises. This shows that they also 

have a desire to practice and improve knowledge for themselves. Students' scores are divided and 

spread at the levels of Excellent, Fair, Average and below Average. 

 To evaluate the results and quantitative progress after applying the initiative, the writer 

compared the students' periodic test scores after the end of term 1 between class 12 C, 12E with 

another class (12A) to which the writer did not apply the above initiative. 

 

 

Class  

 

Size 

Score: 5.0-7.8  8.0-9.0 9.3-10 

Mid-

term 

test 1 

First 

term test 

Mid-

term 

test 1 

First 

term 

test 

Mid-

term 

test 1 

First 

term 

test 

12 C 39 12/39 

(25,64%) 

5/39 

(12,82%) 

12/39 

(35,9%) 

17/39 

(43,59%) 

15/39 

(38,46%) 

17/39 

(43,59%) 

12 E 

 

45 15/45 

(33,33%) 

10/45 

(22,22%) 

18/45 

(40%) 

22/45 

(48,89%) 

12/45 

(26,67%) 

13/45 

(28,89%) 

12A 

 

40 18/40 

(45 %) 

17/40 

(42,5%) 

16/40 

((40 %) 

17/40 

(42,5 %) 

6/40 

(15 %) 

6/40 

(15 %) 

 

From the above data, it can be seen that the number of students achieving excellent marks in the 

control class (12A) remained unchanged, while in the experimental class group (12C, 12E) there 

was a slight increase. The percentage of students achieving Excellent grades in grades 12C and 

12E has increased positively. The above data partly reflects the effectiveness of the application of 

initiative in improving the quality of students' vocabulary learning. 

APPENDIX 

1.Link flipbook (flipbook): https://bit.ly/3uyA4A3  

2. Links to vocabulary and exercises on Quizlet: 

https://quizlet.com/_b9ppyn?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp 

https://quizlet.com/_b9phzj?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp 

https://quizlet.com/_b9pkxb?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp 

https://quizlet.com/_b9pkko?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp 

https://bit.ly/3uyA4A3
https://quizlet.com/_b9ppyn?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp
https://quizlet.com/_b9phzj?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp
https://quizlet.com/_b9pkxb?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp
https://quizlet.com/_b9pkko?x=1jqt&i=2s02tp
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