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ABSTRACT

Foreign language classrooms in secondary schools necessarily provide a systematic
and structured program of learning for the development of linguistic competence often
supported by a prescribed textbook. Much of this learning is decontextualised from real
world communication and the development of spoken discourse competence is often
neglected in favour of reading, writing and listening skills development with a focus on
form. Immersive exposure to the foreign language beyond the classroom is not possible
is such EFL contexts and classroom learning is constrained by large class sizes and
limited time for learning. Immersive Virtual Reality (i-VR) enables an immersive situated
experience beyond the classroom and allows multimodal language learning resources
to be embedded as supports to the environment. I-VR has the capability to extend
and enhance textbook learning into a “real world” circumstance in which authentic
communication is used and learning scaffolded using language-rich multimodal
resources towards a communicative task-based outcome. Our team designed such an
environment for a small-scale pilot study funded by the Australia-Korea Foundation and
implemented the project with two different classes of year 10 English language students
in Seoul, South Korea. Presence and Affordance within the environment were regarded
as important for successful learning outcomes. Our project found that students enjoyed
the experience of snorkelling with sealions in South Australia and found it motivating
and fun. This paper will report what the team learned from the study and how it intends
to address some of the shortcomings.
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